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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3026

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Dyer and Cooke)

Read first tine 02/03/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to creating the children’s health initiative
program and adding a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to create the children's
heal t h i nsurance program the benefits of which are not an entitl enent,
to provide health care to children who do not have access to nedica
assi stance and are not insured at the time of enrollnment. However, if
Washi ngton state is not permtted, by January 1, 1999, to expend funds
aut horized by the state children’s health insurance program P.L. 105-
33, Subtitle J, Title XXI of the federal social security act for
medi caid coverage of optionally categorically needy children wth
househol d i ncone | ess than two hundred percent of the federal poverty
|l evel not presently enrolled in nedical assistance, the children’s
heal th insurance program shall be term nated on January 1, 1999, and
children’s nedicaid coverage shall be limted to needy children with
househol d i ncone | ess than two hundred percent of the federal poverty
| evel as currently provided pursuant to this chapter.

(2) "Children’s health insurance program neans the program
established in conpliance with P.L. 105-33, Subtitle J, the state
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children’s health insurance program under Title XXI of the federa
soci al security act for health care coverage of children: (a) Wo are
under the age of nineteen; (b) who are not insured; (c) whose gross
famly income at the tinme of enrollnent exceeds two hundred percent,
but does not exceed two hundred fifty percent, of the federal poverty
level as adjusted for famly size and determned annually by the
federal departnment of health and human services; and (d) who chooses to
obtain basic health care coverage in return for periodic paynents.

(3) The departnent shall design the children’s health insurance
programw th benefit structures that conply with P.L. 105-33, Subtitle
J, the state children’s health insurance programunder Title XXl of the
federal social security act. The primary mechani smfor financing and
delivery of health care through the programshall be through contracts
w th managed health care systens as provided in RCW 74.09. 522.

(4) The departnent shall: Accept applications fromindividuals, on
behal f of their dependent children, for enrollnment in the children’s
health insurance program establish appropriate m nimum enroll nment
periods, as nmay be necessary; and determ ne, upon application and on a
reasonabl e schedul e defi ned by the departnent, or at the request of any
enrollee, eligibility due to current gross famly incone. No
assi stance nay be paid with respect to any children’s health i nsurance
enrol | ee whose current gross famly incone is less than two hundred
percent or greater than two hundred fifty percent of the federal
poverty level or, subject to this chapter, who is a recipient of
medi cal assistance under this chapter. If, as a result of an
eligibility review, the departnent determ nes that a children’s health
i nsurance enrollee’s gross famly incone is greater than two hundred
fifty percent of the federal poverty level and that the enrollee
knowingly failed to inform the plan of such increase in incone, the
departnment may bill the enrollee for the assistance paid on the
enrollee’s behalf during the period of tinme that the enrollee s gross
famly income was greater than two hundred fifty percent of the federal
poverty | evel.

~-- END ---
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